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indirectly their stimulus, embrace so fervently the cause of
the Roman Empire.    Still more difficult is it to estimate
the respective influence exerted by each of the three
revivals which it has been attempted to distinguish.    The
spirit of the ancient world by which the men who led
these movements fancied themselves animated, was in
truth a pagan, or at least a strongly secular spirit, in j
many respects inconsistent with the associations which
had now gathered round the imperial office.   And this
hostility did not fail to shew itself when at the beginning
of the sixteenth century, in the fulness of the Renaissance,
a direct and for the time irresistible sway was exercised
by the art and literature of Greece, when the mythology
of Euripides and Ovid supplanted that which had fired
the imagination of Dante and peopled the visions of
St. Francis; when men forsook the image of the saint in
the cathedral for the statue of the nymph in the garden;
when the uncouth jargon of scholastic theology was
equally distasteful to the scholars who formed their style
upon Cicero and the philosophers who drew their inspira-
tion from Plato.    That meanwhile the admirers of anti-
quity did ally themselves with the defenders of the Empire,
was due partly indeed to the false notions that were
entertained regarding the early Csesars, yet still more to
the common hostility of both schools to the Papacy.    It
was as successor of old Rome, and by virtue of her
traditions, that the Holy See had established so wide
a dominion; yet no sooner did Arnold of Brescia and his
republicans arise, claiming liberty in the name of the
ancient constitution of the Roman city, than they found in
the Popes their bitterest foes, and turned for help to the
secular monarch against the clergy. With similar aversion
did the Romish  court view the revived study of the
ancient jurisprudence, so soon as it became, in the hands
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